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Four Seasons in Kagoshima

EXEEREL Uy TV TA VPV (TR TY)
As grandson of Japanese people I came to Satsuma on a scholarship offered by the Prefectural Government of Kagoshima to descendants
of Kagoshimajins.Still in Argentina [ worried about coming to a country with a complete different culture,but my interest in living and
studying in Japan was so strong that deep inside me I knew it was a challenge I wanted to face.

Although it took me quite a while to settle down in what was to me despite my Japanese heritage but due to my Italian background still a
foreign place,I found everybody so warm and friendly that I soon felt strong enough to face the hindrances I would find on my way,mainly
because of my lack of nihongo.To this respect,the kindness and helpfulness and also a great dose of patience everyone in the city and at
University shows me every time they notice my improving but still poor Japanese speak wonderfully of a society that is doing a good job
towards internationalization.

At University,I was firstly surprised to see that some students slept in class-what would be one of the worst things to do in Argentina-and
that there is hardly no discussion between teacher and students during the lectures.But on the other hand,I admire the University's
facilities,such as the new library with its excellent rooms,desks and computer lab,and also the permanent calm atmosphere that allows
students concentrate on their works.

Almost a year has passed since my arrival to the city of the great Sakurajima,and as my stay in the Land of the Rising Sun is coming to its
end,l would like to express my deepest gratefulness to my advisor professor

Minamura Sensei for his excellent guidance not only in International Trade but also on another fields of my interest as Japanese
Immigration and Japanese Economy.His support and the one I received from my friends helped me understand better my Japanese roots
what ] think,meant a rediscovering of myself.I am definitely a different person from the 24-year old who took off from Ezeiza Airport last
year since not only do I have more academic knowledge but also I learnt about the culture,in all its dimensions,of this great country.

Although I know that I was given much more than what I gave I also hope to have made others aware of facts about my country,Argentina.

All these experiences and thoughts and many more have enriched my life so much that I want to say to Japan,to Kagoshima,and to
everyone who helped me live this unforgettable year from the very bottom of my heart:Thank you very much!
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