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Once in a Lifetime Experience in a Foreign Country, Japan
HEBYAHER ST -UTR-XF 037 7=2—F=7)

If it was not of my mentor, a teacher and a friend I would never be as I am now, a graduate student at the
United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences Kagoshima University. I must acknowledge the endless
support of Professor Tatsuro Matsuoka of the Laboratory of Fish Ethology, Faculty of Fisheries Kagoshima
University.

All in all, my academic progress is sound and I am looking forward to obtain my Doctoral Degree at early
1999. T will owe it to my ever supportive and flawless Professor Gunzo Kawamura who I think is one of the
best teachers I ever come across in my life. His direct manner combined with his intuitive approach in advising
on my research matters is amazing.

During World War II, the Japanese Imperial Army fought it’s battle against it’s enemy at my homeland, the
so-called ‘the land of the unexpected’ Papua New Guinea. Since my grandfather was an officer in the Imperial
Army I grew up listening to his wartime stories and naturally, I had this paranoia for the Japanese war
histories.

When I first set foot on Narita International Airport (1993) for a three months course at a JICA training center
Kanagawa Prefecture, my guard was up ever since. However, when human nature took it’s toll rendering my
guard null and void, I had some profound educational moments. In Japan one can not be lynched nor robbed
off when he/she is conked out by alcohol and lying in the train or on the street unconscious so to say. No one
bothers nobody as long as you mind your own damn business. A striking phenomenon that is unheard in both
Port Moresby and New York, the two most dangerous cities in the world.

Japan is an ideal place for the foreign students to study in pursue for their higher academic achievements and
dreams. It is a peaceful and trouble-free environment that is hardly found anywhere else on the face of this
planet.

Only time and experience will reveal the true human spirit of the Japanese people. I became to be a
Japanophile!
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